Greetings! We hope you had a wonderful summer! We sure
did. We got approved to plant a church in June! Plus, we got
to spend a few weeks with family in Oregon. It was a
wonderful time connecting with family and friends. We picked
wild blackberries nearly every day; what a delicious treat! We
also went to the beach and to Seattle to see Mark Driscoll (our
favorite preacher) at Mars Hill Church! God is good to us!

Two Years - Looking back and forward

Three years ago, God helped me see His unyielding
love for me despite my continued rejection of Him.

Two years ago, God called me to be the Hands and
Feet of Christ and work for the Kingdom of God. He
then told me to quit my job and see what he had in
store. We were newly married and living in Denver at
the time. Two weeks later, we came to Minneapolis
to visit family. We met with Pastor Cor from Hope
Community Church - the pastor who officiated our
wedding ceremony three months prior when Hope
was just a random church we found on Google maps!
Over coffee he told us about building a foundation
that Christ could build on. He told us about LDI. We
said we wanted to do it. He said, “classes start
today.” We started LDI that night. | was a new
Christian. | had no theological training. 1 had only
read chunks of the Bible. | had limited church
experience. But God had given me a simple and
powerful faith.

Now it is two years later. Both of us have undergone
major life transformations, experienced a wide variety
of ministry, and learned much about the Bible, God,
people, and ourselves. God has used these two years!
We've taught disciples, counseled the broken
hearted, served the poor, and brought the lost to
meet Jesus. We are amazed by the miracles God has
done in these last few years, especially in the lives of
people around us. Also, after only two years we have
now been approved to plant a church by a major
church planting organization. Paul is now on his final
year of training to become a church planter and
pastor. A lot can happen in two years!

PRAYER REQUESTS

e Vision and Plans for our Church Plant

e Building for the Church Plant

¢ Financial Support

e Guidance for how to use this year

e For us to be filled with the Spirit and
given loving hearts for all people

About two years
ago we got
pregnant. In August
our special little guy
turned one! Can
you believe it?! He
has LOTS to say and
has been using
many words. He
has taken his first
steps and loves to
practice walking!
And a lotis going to happen in these next two years!
We plan on launching our church on Easter 2011.
This coming year is all about preparing for that by
taking classes, researching, designing the plans,
absorbing wisdom from Hope's pastors, raising up
leaders, and preparing our hearts. The year after that
will be all about building the community, launching
publically, and then mobilizing the community to
reach out and serve our city. These are some big two
years coming up! The two years after that we plan on
designing our own leadership program and launching
two more church plants using the same philosophy
and model. God is moving fast, we're just trying to
keep up.

We invite you to join us on this journey for the next
two years! We need serious prayer support and we
need to find more financial supporters. If you are
already supporting us, please pray and ask God if
there is someone else you know who might want to
joinin. It’s all God’s stuff anyway, as He is so faithfully
teaching us. Not our will, His will.




Third Year of LDI

Paul is finishing up Trek 2 at the Leadership
Development Institute (LDI), which is a 2-year training
program for full-time vocational ministry. Before that
Paul and Kaelin did Trek 1 —a one year program. This
final year involves taking class, participating more
deeply in pastoral ministry, and doing an independent
study to prepare for planting a church. Basically, after
this Paul will be qualified to be an Elder or Pastor.

What are we doing this year?

Paul will be taking classes in History of Christian
Thought, Eldership, and Shepherding. He will be co-
teaching Systematic Theology with the Senior Pastor.
He will also be teaching a class on Song of Solomon.

(section deleted b/c it is no longer relevant)

Together we will continue leading our Married
Couple’s small group. We are also participating in an
accountability group with other married men/women.
Kaelin will be leading another Beth Moore women’s
Bible Study. Paul will be leading a Bible Study with a
group of college guys. Both of us will also continue
our numerous discipleship & mentoring relationships.

Paul will continue to participate in service and
outreach, especially with Good in the Hood and the
Neighborhood Organization. However, he s
transitioning leadership of the various ministries he
has built up —including the service ministry. Paul likes
to start things; this is an opportunity to learn how to
start-up something then hand it off well.

In August, Kaelin had the honor of baptizing a single
mom she met while walking around the neighborhood.
We have dinner regularly with her and her kids.
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We had a blast in Portland! Here is Paul’s Mom Shell
and his brother Mike. The dog is “Buddy”. Luke
LOVED “Buddy”, maybe because he could say “Bubby”

We are so blessed! We got to attend Marc and

Katherine’s wedding in Seattle. This is a beautiful
view from country club where the reception was held.




Vision

About a year ago God put a vision on my heart. Then
for about 6 months | prayed that God would take it
away because it seemed just too big. The vision was to
use a specific building (a very large, mostly abandoned
building) as a community center, recreation center, and
service and outreach center. It will be a place where
people can come to hang out, where people can serve
the underprivileged in the city, and a place where life
with Jesus will be lived out and shared.

Right now we’re waiting to see when and how God will
provide the building that is central to the vision. All of
this is brainstorming and it may look quite different
from this depending on what God wills. None of this
has been approved by Hope’s elders either.

| can share the heart that God has put behind the
vision (only God knows how it will actually end up!):

First and foremost, it is all about Jesus. This is not
about us. We are all sinners living on the grace of a
God who loves us so much that He sent His son to die
for us. We love because God first loved us.

Second, when | was called two years ago God gave me
a strong desire to serve and to mobilize Christians to
serve. Faith without deeds is dead (James 2:17);
rather, faith should spur us to strive to transform the
communities and cities we live in.

Third, everyone should participate. Lifeisnota
spectator sport. Jesus calls us to a life on mission with
Him. Our church will challenge the typical concept of
church and create an environment where people can
come together to take action and creatively reach out
to and serve the world around us.

Forth, Christianity is about relationships. First and
foremost, it is about loving the God who made us and
gave us life. Itisalso about loving our neighbor as

ourselves. But living out that love for God and fellow
man takes radical life transformation by the Holy Spirit.
We see community groups as where this happens.

Forth, unity comes through truth. On our honeymoon,
God gave us First Corinthians 1:10 as an objective for
our life: “Be perfectly united in mind and thought”.
Teaching truth brings unity. We will teach and
proclaim the full message of God found in the Bible.

Fifth, we want to reflect the Kingdom of God. Jesus is
coming back, and in His Kingdom people from all
“tribes, tongues, and nations” come together to
worship Him in unity. Likewise, we desire to have a
cross-cultural, cross-ethnic, cross-socioeconomic,
cross-denominational church of diverse people.

Luke got
TWO 1%
birthdays,
one in OR
and one in
MN. Yep,
that means
TWO cakes!

A New Roommate! This year we’ve opened up our
extra room to Laura, who is a year 1 LDl intern. She has
a big heart for God and ministry, especially to college
women. She is also a nanny and loves kids. We are very
blessed to have her around this year!

We Love you all! Please let us know how we can pray for you. Or feel

free to call or e-mail us to hear how we are doing. And please visit our

website: http://www.paulandkaelin.com/

Paul and Kaelin Ireland (and Luke!)




Interested in coming alongside us through financial or prayer support?
Please cut off the card below, fill it out, and send it to:

Paul Ireland

¢/o Hope Community Church
707 10" Ave. S.
Minneapolis, MN 55415

795 SUPPORT PAUL AND KAELIN
Thank you so much for your prayers and support!!

From:

Address:

Email:

T Yes, | (we) want to sponsor the Irelands
$300/month $100/month $50/month Other__ One-time donation of
T Yes, I (we) will support the Irelands in prayer until June 1%, 2010 (please fill out email)
T 1 would like the Irelands to be praying for me/us about: (write request on back)
T Please send me information on direct deposit or on tithing to the church plant.
Please make checks out #tope Community Church with “Paul Ireland LDI” in the memo line. Send to: Hope

Community Church 707 10" Avenue South Minneapolis, MN 55415
Or put this card & envelope into the offering plate or the offering box.




