
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 Vision and Plans for our Church Plant 
 Building for the Church Plant 
 Financial Support 
 Guidance for how to use this year 
 For us to be filled with the Spirit and 

given loving hearts for all people 

Getting us through, not out of hardship 

October 2009 Update Letter 
Whoa there Fall hit hard!  One day it was 85 and sunny, the 
next it was a high of 50 and the tree in our yard started 
dumping its leaves.  That’s kind of how this last month was for 
us, with LDI suddenly coming in with a flurry of activity.  
Kaelin’s Bible study and my classes are going great.   
September is usually good for support-raising; last month we 
raised the most we ever have in a month!  Praise the Lord! 

Paul and Kaelin 

These last few weeks have been fairly rough.  We 
dealt with some tough sickness, a nasty bug 
infestation in our house, and a number of things 
just not working out.  There was a point where my 
faith was greatly stretched. 
 
In those few dark times when I (sinfully) indulge 
my doubt, my mind basically goes down these 
paths:  I am suffering and I do not like it.  I prayed 
for help but I am still suffering.  Therefore, God 
must either 1) want me to suffer, 2) not be 
listening, or 3) not exist.  The last option is 
ridiculous and the second one is clearly not true, 
so I then fall toward the first and think poorly of 
God.  Of course, I am forgetting that  
1) God loves me so much that He sent His Son to 
die for me (John 3:16), so he clearly has my 
interest in mind, 
2) "And we know that for those who love God all 
things work together for good  (Rom 8:28), and  
3)  Enduring hardship is a way that God helps 
discipline us (Heb. 12:7).   
  
I usually expect God to get me out of bad 
situations. Sometimes he does.  But just as often 
he gets me THROUGH it, giving me the strength 
and hope to endure the suffering and hardship.  
That's not what I want to hear in the moment, 
since I just want the pain gone.  But in actuality it 
is a comforting thought to know that my Lord is 
lovingly walking alongside me in this and will not 
waste this pain, but will use it for good. 
 

Luke is now a 14 month old!  He has grown up so fast 
in these last few months!  He went from being a baby 
to being a little person.  He is now walking (and 
running) and talking quite a bit.  He uses sign language 
for many things - like "help" and "please" and "thank 
you" - but he also can say a few dozen words, such as 
"ball", "bath", and "nana" (banana).  He loves carrying 
things from room to room and putting stuff in 
containers, so now I end up finding things like his milk 
cup in my drawer or a pair of his shorts in the recycling 
bin.  He especially loves pouring liquid from one  
 container to 
another.  Luke is 
quite social and is 
finally learning 
how to play well 
with others.  He is 
a big sweet-heart 
and likes to give 
kisses and hugs to 
everyone. 
 



 

 

We Love you all!  Please let us know how we can pray for you.  Or feel 
free to call or e-mail us to hear how we are doing.  And please visit our 
website:   http://www.paulandkaelin.com/  

Paul and Kaelin Ireland (and Luke!) 

Please first Read Colossians 2:6-14: 
 
Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, 
so walk in him, 7 rooted and built up in him and 
established in the faith, just as you were taught, 
abounding in thanksgiving. 
8 See to it that no one takes you captive by 
philosophy and empty deceit, according to 
human tradition, according to the elemental 
spirits of the world, and not according to 
Christ. 9 For in him the whole fullness of deity 
dwells bodily, 10 and you have been filled in him, 
who is the head of all rule and authority. 11 In 
him also you were circumcised with a 
circumcision made without hands, by putting off 
the body of the flesh, by the circumcision of 
Christ, 12 having been buried with him in 
baptism, in which you were also raised with him 
through faith in the powerful working of God, 
who raised him from the dead. 13 And you, who 
were dead in your trespasses and the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive 
together with him, having forgiven us all our 
trespasses, 14 by canceling the record of debt that 
stood against us with its legal demands. This he 
set aside, nailing it to the cross.  
  
This passage clearly lays out the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ.  The message of the cross - the Gospel - is 
drastically practical, with implications of how we 
"walk" through life.  For example, when we sin or do 
something wrong, what do we do with it?  Do we feel 
condemned and promise to be better?  Or do we 
realize that Jesus died for that and that He has 
conquered sin and that we should look to Him to 
help us in our sin.   
 
When someone else sins against us, what do we do?  
Do we walk away and think judging thoughts?  Do we 
tell someone else, spreading judgmental gossip?  Do 
we lash out at them and try to punish them for what 
they did?  Or do we forgive them, like Jesus forgave 
us, and seek to point them to Jesus since He paid for 

Why the cross is so relevant to daily life 

that sin on the cross and in return they should 
repent and seek forgiveness. 
  
"Religion" tells us what we should and should not do.  
If you do X, you're bad; if you do Y, you're good.  
That's not the message of Jesus.  The gospel is not 
simply about external actions, it’s about our hearts.  
It is about a heart that seeks to receive grace from 
God through relationship with Jesus.  That grace will 
give us peace and enable us to also forgive others 
and ourselves.  Anytime we do not feel that, we 
should seek Jesus in the Bible, ask Jesus to be with us 
and to remind us of His truth. 
 

Kaelin arranged a very surprising surprise birthday 
party for me!  I thought it was just a “get together” 
for couples from Hope.  It was a great birthday with a 
lot of our favorite people! 

Our friends the 
Pikes treated 
us to a double 
date.  We saw 

“Green’s 
Island”, a local 
band whose 
guitarist we 
met 

downtown. 


